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6 October 1947 — 31 January 2010

Professor Andrzej Krysztafkiewicz was born on the 6th of October 1947 in
Gniezno. He studied at the Faculty of Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry, Adam
Mickiewicz University, from which he graduated in 1970 with the degree of master of
chemical sciences. The same year he joined the Faculty of Chemistry, presently the
Faculty of Chemical Technology, at the Poznan University of Technology. In 1978 he
got the degree of doctor of chemical sciences conferred by the Faculty of Chemistry,
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. In 1991, he presented his habilitation
dissertation entitled “Active highly dispersed silica and silicate fillers from waste post-
fluorine silica” and after completion of the habilitation procedure at the Faculty of
Chemical Technology and Engineering of the Szczecin University of Technology, he
was awarded the habilitation degree (D.Sc.) of technical sciences in chemical
technology. In 2001 the President of the Republic of Poland awarded him the title of
professor. Since 2003 he had been employed as a full professor at the Poznan
University of Technology.

Scientific interests of Professor Andrzej Krysztafkiewicz concerned three research
disciplines closely related in the cognitive and application aspects: inorganic chemical
technology, material engineering, and protection of natural environment. His main
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subject of study was directed to obtaining silicas and silicates, highly dispersed
materials of particles in the size of nanometers. The substances are widely applied in
many fields, e.g. in polymer processing, production of composites, production of new
generations of paints and lacquers. In recent years he had extended the area of his
interest by the processes of obtaining colourful silicas and silicates making inorganic
pigments of high degree of dispersion. In the processes of their production he used the
post-galvanic waste solutions of salts of non-ferrous metals.

His best known achievements include:

— modification of the precipitation of highly dispersed silica by introduction of
organic compounds to the classical precipitation system (e.g. mono- or
multihydroxide alcohols of short or long carbon chains),

— development of a new method for silica surface modification during the process
of precipitation,

— comparison of the effects of surface modification of silica and silicates
performed by classical dry methods and in the precipitation process — the wet
method,

— establishment of conditions of modification; selection of solvent, optimisation
of amount of modifier, optimisation of process temperature, etc.

— obtaining silica-carbonate fillers from nanocomposite powders by precipitation
with the use of calcium hydroxide or calcium salts, sodium carbonate or sodium
hydroxide, sodium metasilicate and carbon dioxide,

— obtaining pigment composites by deposition of organic dyes on highly
dispersed silica,

— use of modern research technologies for evaluation of the synthesised silicas
and silicates and also natural silicates such as bentonites, kaolins and talc.

He was the author or co-author of over 300 scientific papers, published in Dyes and
Pigments, Journal of Materials Science, Colloids and Surfaces A: Physicochemical
and Engineering Aspects, Journal of Adhesion Technology, Powder Technology,
Environmental Science and Technology, Advanced Powder Technology, Colloid and
Polymer Science, Physicochemical Problems of Mineral Processing, Pigment and
Resin Technology and Przemyst Chemiczny, and other journals as well as many
industrial implementations and patents.

Professor Andrzej Krysztatkiewicz cooperated with many companies, e.g., CIECH
S.A. Chemical Group (mainly with VITROSILICON S.A. and SODA Polska S.A.),
Zaktady Chemiczne POLICE S.A., Zaktady Chemiczne LUBON Sp. z o.0. (presently
LUVENA S.A.), Zaktad Surowcow Chemicznych i Mineralnych PIOTROWICE 11
Sp. z 0.0., Poznanskie Zaklady Zielarskie HERBAPOL SA, PAROC Trzemeszno Sp.
7 0.0., VOLKSWAGEN Poznan Sp. z 0.0., Gestamp Polska Sp. z 0.0., REXAM Szklo
Gostyn S.A.) and with many research and scientific institutions.

Professor Krysztafkiewicz supervised 12 doctoral dissertations, over 130 Master of
Science and Bachelor of Science theses. Four associates of Professor Krysztatkiewicz
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are active academics at the Poznan University of Technology, Adam Mickiewicz
University, and the State Vocational College in Gniezno. One former associate is
completing his doctoral dissertation at Kent State University and one is writing thesis
at Universidad Autonoma de Madrid.

Professor Andrzej Krysztatkiewicz was a member of the Scientific Board of the
Physicochemical Problems of Mineral Processing journal and other Scientific
Committees and Associations (e.g. PTChem and IACIS — International Association of
Colloid and Interface Scientists). He was a leader of many projects, many of them co-
financed from European Structural Funds.

He was awarded distinctions and medals for his research and teaching, e.g. the
prize of the Minister of National Education, the prize of the Minister of Higher
Education and Technology for achievements in teaching (1980) and for research on
Chemistry and technology of white mineral highly dispersible fillers used in the
processing of plastomers and elastomers (1989). Professor Krysztafkiewicz received
many distinctions for research and teaching and many prizes of vice-Chancellor of the
Poznan University of Technology.

Professor Andrzej Krysztatkiewicz performed many important administrative
functions (Dean’s Representative for Work Placement; Deputy Director of Institute of
Chemical Technology and Engineering, Poznan University of Technology (1981-
2004); vice-Chancellor’s Representative, Poznan University of Technology for
contacts with the Board of the Town of Gniezno regarding organization of training in
applied sciences in Gniezno (1996-2004); Director, Institute of Chemical Technology
and Engineering, Poznan University of Technology (2004-2008); Head, Department
of Chemical Technology, Poznan University of Technology (2008-2010).

He was a lover of the history of art and travel. Professor Krysztatkiewicz was not a
craftsman but an artist of science and a great writer. He disliked technological gadgets
except for a phone, which he could not live without as he could not live without a
great number of friends and colleagues with whom Professor Krysztafkiewicz was in
touch.

Everyday Professor Andrzej Krysztafkiewicz welcomed his associated with warm
words, supported them with useful advice. He knew life... It is difficult to express our
grief and sorrow. And although He is no longer with us, our memory of Him and His
teaching will remain...

We thank Him for the strength and hope He has given us. He has shown us how we
can live our lives in dignity. He used to say that wisdom and nobleness must be
considered the art of life. He was a great, wise, and noble Man, very understanding
and very close to our hearts, has left us. He was our pillar of strength. Our Friend and
Master.

Non omnis moriar
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